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EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Council 23 February 2017

AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL
Report by the Executive Director

FOR DISCUSSION

Key Decision: No

1.0 Purpose of report 

1.1 To introduce a Council debate on the Airspace Change Proposal submitted by 
TAG Farnborough to the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA).

2.0 Recommendation 

2.1 The Council is recommended to debate the current situation regarding the 
Farnborough Airspace Change Proposal.

3.0 Background to the debate

3.1 TAG Farnborough Airport Ltd. undertook various stages of consultation on an 
Airspace Change Proposal between 2014 and November 2016. The company 
states: “The purpose of TAG Farnborough Airport’s ACP is to create a new 
operating environment with elements of controlled airspace, which would offer all 
airspace users predictability and consistency of operation. Overall, this could 
further reduce noise and CO2 emissions, improving the environment in and 
around the airport. It is also set to improve efficiency and enhance safety.”1 The 
official website for the proposal recounts the stages and reports of the 
consultation.2 

3.2 An Airspace Change Proposal is a proposal to the CAA for “a permanent change 
to the UK airspace structure”.3 There is a defined statutory process that the 
sponsor and the CAA must undertake, including public consultation.

3.3 The Farnborough proposal has resulted in substantial public concern, as is often 
the case with proposals to change flight paths and practices. For example, the 
airport’s official report of the 2014 consultation records overwhelming (in terms of 
volume) opposition to the proposals on the grounds of justification, environmental 
impact, impact on other aviators and safety.4 The report of the 2016 consultation 
on the modifications to the earlier proposal records further detailed concerns;5 

1 https://www.tagfarnborough.com/airspace-change-proposal/ – all web references checked on 14 
February 2017.
2 https://www.consultation.tagfarnborough.com/ 
3 http://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-change/Airspace-Change/ 
4 https://www.consultation.tagfarnborough.com/wp-
content/uploads/2014/08/FeedbackRptPartA_Overview_WEB.pdf 
5 https://www.consultation.tagfarnborough.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/TAG-Farnborough-
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this report is particularly significant as it summarises the airport’s latest thinking 
and rationale for its proposals in response to the consultation. It also forecasts an 
overall increase of 8.7% of aircraft movements between 2016 and 2020.6 

3.4 TAG Farnborough Airport Ltd. has expressed its gratitude for the responses to 
the consultation and has included these reports with its proposal to the CAA, 
which was submitted in December 2016. It expects a CAA decision in Spring 
2017. If approved, the changes could take effect by the end of 2017.

3.5 East Hampshire District Council responded to TAG Farnborough Airport Ltd. in 
the first consultation on 7 May 2014. We then wrote to the CAA on 11 November 
2015. We stated that we were “strongly opposed to the proposed flight path 
changes because of the serious adverse impact on residents and businesses”. In 
particular, we noted: 

 the rural nature and quality landscape of the district; 
 the apparent increase of overflying for Whitehill and Bordon, Alton, Petersfield, 

Liphook and surrounding areas, and resulting noise and pollution for 
environmentally protected areas; 

 the potential safety implications of constrained airspace for other aviators;
 the impact on tranquillity, the visitor experience and the tourist economy;
 the impact on users of Lasham Airport and consequent impacts on supply 

chains.

3.6 The concerns of the leisure aviation community have been raised directly with the 
CAA and with the airport by that community, principally Lasham Gliding Society. 
The Council Leader, the Executive Director and the East Hampshire MP met with 
the CAA and representatives of TAG Farnborough Airport Ltd. in December 2016 
to raise our concerns, focusing on the potential impact on the residents and 
settlements of the district. We are very grateful for the opportunity to discuss 
these concerns and for the additional information that was subsequently supplied 
by the airport, included as an appendix to this report. This information has been 
shared with town and parish councils, who have been given the opportunity to 
address this District Council debate. The altitude figures in the appendix express 
height in feet above sea level.
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Feedback-Report-Part-C.pdf 
6 Calculation based on the figures in paragraph 6.1, page C16.
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